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Leslie Swanson Travel, an affi liate of Departure Lounge Travel Agency, is a luxury travel design 
fi rm that specializes in crafting experiences for clients who love to explore beautiful places, con-
nect with people that live there, and who value adventure as a lifelong journey and way of life.

As an affi liate of Departure Lounge and Virtuoso, a global network of luxury hotels, destination 
specialists, tour operators, cruises, and air operators, Leslie Swanson Travel offers access to 
some of the world’s most exclusive destinations and special experiences. 

Whether planning the trip of a lifetime or a weekend getaway, Leslie Swanson Travel would love 
to help you make the most of your trip!

• Bespoke, door-to-door travel planning 
• Celebrations and Milestones

• Hotel Consultations and Bookings
• Luxury Villas & Chateaus

• Cruise Consultations and Bookings
• Guided Trips (ie. Backroads, Butterfi eld & Robinson, Tauck, G Adven-

tures)
• Transfers

• Travel Insurance

• Airport Meet & Greet

Leslie Swanson Travel can assist and add value in the form of 
credits, upgrades, and peace of mind to all kinds of travel, 

including:
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From the country to the sea, the mountains to cities, the 

magic of Italy lies within a culture known for passionate 

craftsmanship, quality, and style, themes that influence 

some of the most unique and special destinations in the 

country. Throughout the following pages you will find ho-

teliers, creatives, adventurers, and icons leading the way 

in how we travel today…personally. 

We begin in the countryside and hear first from Salvatore 

Ferragamo, who shares his story about the conservation 

and restoration efforts that have gone into bringing a 

small Tuscan village into the 21st Century as luxury hotel 

and country estate. Traveling on we meet writer and poet 

Paolo Crepet, whose country relais offers quiet peaceful-

ness, stunning views, and opportunities to experience the 

“art of doing nothing.” Finally, at Fontelunga pretense is 

shed and guests experience the Tuscan dream for them-

selves…wine and puppies included.

Italy’s coast has charmed and inspired for…forever…and 

is one of the most popular destinations to visit. But ven-

ture away from the buzzy hotspots to legendary retreats 

Hotel Il Pellicano, La Posta Vecchia, and Mezzatorre Hot 

Springs and Thermal Spa and you will experience the crisp 

Mediterranean in style, without the crowds. For those itch-

ing to sail off into the sunset, there is no better way than 

aboard Italy’s newest luxury yacht, Blue Deer.

The northern border of Italy is perhaps one of the most 

underrated destinations in the country. Defining travel in 

the region is Agustina Lagos Marmol, the ultimate out-

doorswoman who draws inspiration for her “ski safari” 

from long summers spent on her family ranch in Patago-

nia. Journeying through the Dolomites, experience St. Hu-

bertus, a 3* Michelin experience in the tiny village of San 

Cassiano. Finally, an antique shepherd’s hut transformed 

into a cozy mountain lodge is the ultimate place to get 

away from it all…and keep the powder to yourself!

A story about Italy would be incomplete without the cit-

ies that have shaped and defined Western Civilization. 

Here we go beyond the usual tourist track and discover 

extraordinary experiences that bring the culture, history, 

and cuisine to life.  

As travelers we love interesting places, fresh experiences, 

and meeting the people that call those places home. De-

spite adventure, there is nothing like a comfortable place 

to rest…if only for a night. It’s the first thing you do when 

you arrive that says it all: switch on the lights? Check out 

the minibar? Admire the view? For me, seeing the sun or 

the twinkle of city lights sparks excitement and an imme-

diate sense of place. 

Thoughtful touches and homey details can have an enor-

mous impact on our experiences while we’re on the road. 

It’s the little things that make all the difference between 

just stopping by, to staying awhile. In this issue featuring 

Italy, I am thrilled to share some of my favorite people, 

places, and experiences that go the extra mile.

Cheers,

Leslie
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The Dolomites are some of Italy’s best kept 
secrets. Characterized by unique languages 
and dialects, remote valley villages, and 
breathtaking scenery, the region is less about 
the glitz and more about wellness and health.  
The remoteness of the region has left the area 
largely off the tourist track and the local culture 
and communities remain as they have been for 
generations. 

At the heart of the Dolomites is a tight-knit 
community of mountaineers, guides, and hote-
liers with a passion for their home and for shar-
ing the best of the mountains with guests. One 
of the leaders of travel in the region is Agustina 
Lagos Marmol, Founder and Managing Direc-
tor of on-site partner Dolomite Mountains. 

For Agustina Lagos Marmol, the outdoors 
are in her blood. “I grew up horseback riding, 
fl y fi shing, and hiking,” the Argentinian said 
during a recent conversation. 

“The best summers were at the ranch with my 
family and cousins, spending time in nature.” 

Those summers, Lagos Marmol developed a 
love for the outdoors that provided a founda-
tion for a life devoted to encouraging others to 
get outside.

“I came to Italy as a guide for Butterfi eld [and 
Robinson],” she said. “Those were the wild 
days for us. I traveled a lot and learned the 

mountain guide mentality. I fell in love with the 
Dolomites and never left!”

Since starting Dolomite Mountains, Agustina 
has pioneered the concept of the “Ski Safari,” 
a unique program that takes advantage of 
the nearly 1,000 miles of connected ski runs 
through the region. Ski safaris are multi-day 
adventures taking adventurers from valley to 
valley throughout the region without ever hav-
ing to take off their skis. The views are beautiful 
during the day and in the evenings, guests stay 
high in the mountains at cozy rifugios, small 
lozdges with warm hosts and amazing food.

“People love the ski safari and there is no other 
place in the world where you can do it,” Agusti-
na said. “It’s the best way to experience the 
mountains. 
Something totally different every day.”

Ski safaris range from 1 night excursions to 
weeklong adventures.

“Active travel and experiences are about enjoy-
ing and taking time for yourself,” Lagos Mar-
mol said. “Italy has some of the most beautiful 
nature in world and it is amazing to share it 
with guests.”

But true to style, Agustina proves that in choos-
ing adventure, you do not have to sacrifi ce 
style. Here are some of her must-pack items for 
an action-packed trip to Italy:

ADVENTURES IN STYLE,
AN INTERVIEW WITH:

AUGUSTINA 
LAGOS 
MARMOL

Sisley Nutritive Lip Balm
Refreshing and regenerative after a day in the 
mountains.

Summer Espadrilles 
Effortless chic and comfortable, Lagos Mar-
mol’s favorite is Chanel’s leather version of the 
classic shoe.

Panama Hat

Practical and stylish, Agustina loves the Italian 
brand, Panama Hatters.

Silk Foulard
“I always carry a cashmere sweater, poncho and fou-
lard with me. I just got a Loro Piana one that I love.”

White Button Down Shirt 
“I have a lot of them—they are easy to wear and look 
great with a good pair of jeans regardless of where 
you are going or what you are doing.”

Bathing 
suit 

“I wear a lot of my 
friend’s designs. 
She is great! Plus 
her jumpsuits are 
the best to travel!”
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The Country

Rolling hills, terraced vineyards 
and picturesque Medieval 
villages have made the Italian 
countryside one of the most 
magical destinations in the world. 

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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AT HOME ON 
THE BORRO
WITH 
SALVATORE 
FERRAGAMO

Surrounded by rolling vineyards and olive 
groves in the heart of Tuscany, Il Borro has been 
considered one of the most magical places 
in Italy, a place where visitors experience the 
heartbeat of Tuscany through a perfect con-
tinuum between past, present and future.

Thought to be derived from a Medieval Tus-

can dialect now largely forgotten, the word 
“Borro” was originally used to describe the 
fortress that stood guard at the crossroads 
of Via Clodia and Via Cassia, two important 
Roman roads. The fortress’s imposing stone 
walls created a safe haven for road-wea-
ry travelers and artisans practicing age-
old crafts. Over 1,000 years later, the roads 
are gone but Il Borro stands as a beacon of 
Tuscan culture and heritage at the cross-
roads of some of Italy’s most vibrant cities. 

The long history of the Borro is a story of 
bitter disputes, powerful patrons, and fi -
nally, “an enduring act of faith” that placed 
the property in the care of Ferruccio Fer-
ragamo and his family. After years of en-
joying the property for family holidays and 
outings, Ferragamo took ownership of 
the historical village pledging the commit-

ment to “restore rather than modernize.”
“In the initial years, we rented the property 
for hunting pheasants with our dogs,” said 
Salvatore Ferragamo, CEO of Il Borro. “In 
the afternoons, we would enjoy lunches and 
dinners fi lled with good stories from the day, 
great wine, and Tuscan food.  When the previ-
ous owner offered to sell the property we were 

immediately drawn to the idea of developing 
the estate into a true Tuscan destination.” 

At the heart of the restoration of Il Borro was 
a desire to bring the estate back to life, pre-
serving its traditions and history while at 
the same time making those improvements 
that make the village a magical destination 
in the heart Tuscany. Within the property, 
guests have the opportunity to live history.

“We maintain a traditional Tuscan feel 
on the outside...but in our restoration we 
used all original materials. Internally, the 
suites still have a classical Tuscan feel...
with a slightly more contemporary style 
and of course with all the modern conve-
niences like air conditioning and internet!”

Cobblestone streets connect 38 suites to 

the village piazza, the historical chapel, 
and fi ve small artisan boutiques. Each bou-
tique sells goods made on site by craftsmen 
and women working in the traditional style.
Within the village, a shoemaker, jeweler, 
painter, leather worker, and linen artisan 
sell handmade luxuries and teach classes to 
guests. Guests who visit the shoemaker have 

the opportunity to have shoes specifi cal-
ly made for their feet. Imprints are made of 
each foot and saved in case the guest wish-
es to have another pair made in the future. 
A few weeks later, a custom pair of Tuscan 
leather shoes arrives at the guest’s home.

Tuscan people have a tradition for pro-
gressive thought and love for nature. Great 
efforts have been made to cultivate a har-
monious environment at Il Borro, and the 
property has been acknowledged as a 
leader in efforts towards sustainability. 

“Sustainability is important to me for a simple 
concept,” said Ferragamo. “I feel we borrow the 
land from our children and we need to respect 
this principle in order to preserve our planet.”

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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Il Borro is committed to respecting the land by culti-
vating organic produce and using renewable ener-
gy to power the property. Everything from the grapes 
used to make Il Borro’s signature Super Tuscan wine 
to the honey, olive oil, organic tomatoes, fruits and 
veggies are grown using sustainable techniques.

“I am very proud that we have transformed 1300 
hectares into an estate that is completely sustain-
able both in farming and hospitality,” said Ferrag-
amo. “Thanks to our efforts in organic farming 
practices we produce quality wine, Extra Virgin Ol-
ive Oil, vegetables, honey, chicken, eggs, and beef.”

The property has also developed an extensive solar 
panel network that produces enough energy to run 
the property and provide power to the neighboring 
village. 

At the heart Il Borro is family, community, environ-
ment and culture. For guests visiting, Il Borro is 
more than an accommodation—guests leave with 
an authentic Tuscan experience and an oppor-
tunity to see Tuscany’s past, present, and future.

 
For a limited time, clients booking with 
Leslie Swanson Travel will receive a com-
plimentary Art and Wine Tasting Tour 
and a EUR100 credit to use at the Spa.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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DOLCE FAR NENTE: 

THE    ART OF
DOING
NOTHING
at Corte della 
Maesta 
“It’s interesting to hear that every-
body who has visited Corte della Mae-
stà, even if only for one night, always 
states that they will be back. That’s been 
the greatest, warmest reward for us.” 

-Paolo Crepet, Owner and Poet

Please tell us a bit about Corte della 
Maestà

Paolo: “The archbishop of the area used 
to live here up to 1684, which was the year 
of a tremendous earthquake. That was 
the end of the Civita as a place of strategic 
power of the church of St. Peters. From then 
on and for the next two centuries, it was 
a place dedicated to becoming a priest.  
Corte della Maestà is a part of our house. 
It has got its own garden and everything 
is totally divided, but originally it was the 
same building. When guests are in the ho-
tel, they are part of my home, and my life.” 

What was your inspiration to open 
a small boutique hotel?

Paolo: “What I was looking for was a 
beautiful place to write in silence. I write 
in the chapel of the archbishop’s old 
place which was built in exactly 1500.  
A very close friend of mine, Giuseppe Tor-
natore, is a fi lm director. He won the Os-
car for Cinema Paradiso. He asked us if we 
had fi nished restoring the place because 
he wanted to have a meeting there for 
his new movie. So we opened Corte della 
Maestà to friends fi rst and moved on from 

there until it became a small luxury hotel.” 

How would you describe the atmo-
sphere of Corte della Maestà? 

Paolo: “We’re in a natural place surrounded 
by art and glamour. The idea is to take a lit-
tle trip to a hidden Italy in terms of its culture, 
past and history, and our real roots, which 
are beauty, music, good food & wine, as well 
as the pleasure to share a table together.” 

What made you fall in love with the 
village of Civita? 

Paolo: “The fi rst time I was here was be-
cause of a patient of mine. During the 
therapy, she asked me to come up to see 
her. I’m from Venice originally and went to 
Rome 30 years ago, so at that time espe-
cially I didn’t really know the region here. I 
went during the winter when it was raining, 
and when I was coming up on the bridge, 
I thought it was incredible. I was looking 
for a place where my father could come 
see me and where my daughter could 
grow up happy. That place was Civita.” 

What is the charm of Civita di 
Bagnoregio? 

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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came to visit me who said Civita di Bagnoregio 
is a place of the past and of the future. It com-
bines the two. You can communicate from Civi-
ta to the rest of the world, but you still eat pasta 
as it was done two centuries ago.  Civita itself 
is a bridge — a bridge between history and the 

future.” 

What do guests do at Civita, or the re-
gion of Lazio? 

Paolo: “The first thing I recommend guests 
do is relax, have a glass of wine, and just lis-
ten to the silence, which is an experience in 
and of itself. If you come from a city, you can 
feel the difference between the two places.  
Guests can visit the village of Civita, with its 
many good restaurants, go horseback riding, or 
visit Orvieto and the lake of Bolsena, where we 
have a boat you can rent. In half an hour drive, 
you have plenty of fantastic places to visit.”

Corte della Maestà is located in a pris-
tine location in the countryside, rough-
ly 2 hours from Rome and 2.5 hours 
from Florence. For a limited time, 
guests booking with Leslie Swanson 
Travel will receive a special bottle of 
wine.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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So much of travel depends on the 
people we meet along the way. At 
Fontelunga, a chic villa in the roll-
ing hills between Florence and Sie-
na, owners Philip and Paolo ensure 
that guests experience authentic 
culture and community that has 
made Tuscany a favorite destion-

ation.

“We wanted to create a country house 
hotel, laid back with informal luxury 
service,” Paolo said. “We are a hotel 
that does not want to be a hotel but 
a home from home for our guests.”

After purchasing Fontelunga in 1999, 
Paolo and Philip poured their hearts into 
restoring the property. Philip, a designer 
from London, supervised all the renova-
tions. Antique furniture and traditional 
artworks sit beside works by Starck and 
Arne Jacobsen. “Coming from differ-
ent industries,” Paolo said, “we looked 
at hospitality with different eyes.”

The result is a warm villa that feels more 
like a luxury guest home than a tradition-
al hotel. Fontelunga sits atop a hill with 
views overlooking the beautiful Val di Chi-
ana and the quaint town of Cortona.
 Rolling hills and serene olive 
groves provide an understated 
experience and lend a sense of
quiet  to the exper ience that 
t r a v e l e r s  w h o  f o l l o w  m o r e
t r a d i t i o n a l  r o u t e s  w i l l  m i s s .

“We desire that all our guests have 
a wonderful Tuscan experience 
with us and our aim is for them 
to go home with great memories 
and of course,” Paolo said, “to 
come back and see us again!”

FONTELUNGA

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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THE SEA

The coast of 
Ischia, Italy

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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 With picturesque Cinque Terre to its north and the buzzy Positano 

and Capri to the south, it’s easy to overlook Monte Argentario and 

the gem of the Tuscan coast, Hotel Il Pellicano. But for those looking 

for a hideaway away from the crowds, that would be a mistake.

Nestled in a private cove along the craggy coast of Tuscany, 

the hotel was conceived as the private love nest of a glamor-

ous American socialite and dashing British aviator in the 1950s. 

The couple opened the hotel as a private club for friends and 

soon Hotel Il Pellicano became the destination of choice for the 

summer jet set. The vibe has not changed and continues to 

feel like a hip anti-Capri, where fashionable people summer in 

a setting less focused on luxe and more on cool and creative.

These days, the hotel invites guests to enjoy a visit to what feels 

like the chic private club of a tastemaker friend. Mornings at Il 

Pellicano begin with The Pellican Post Daily delivered with cap-

puccinos on the terrace overlooking the sea at the hotel’s Mi-

chelin-starred restaurant. After breakfast, it is not uncommon 

for guests to enjoy a mid-morning tennis match or visit the spa. 

 The most popular activity at Pellicano is lounging on the property’s 

famous cement beach. The beach and the cove are private—you 

will find lifeguards shooing curious yacht parties away from the 

property’s iconic dock. Beyond relaxing, activities range from ten-

nis to day trips via yacht and jaunts around the area. There are quite 

a few UNESCO heritage sites on Monte Argentario worth visiting.

HOTEL IL 
PELLICANO
GLAMOUR & ROMANCE 
ON THE TUSCAN COAST

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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Guests have their pick when it comes to dining at Pellica-

no. Pelligrill, offering Tuscan cuisine for lunch and dinner, 

is excellent. Pellicano Restaurant, the property’s Michelin 

option, is creative with a wonderful atmosphere. Drinks 

are plentiful—with a beach bar, pool bar, and evening bar, 

where you will find guests lounging after hours sipping 

cocktail collaborations by Farmaceutica Santa Maria No-

vella and listening to the sounds of the resident pianist.

 

In the afternoon guests in brightly colored trunks 

and Missoni cover ups make their way down stone 

steps to Il Pellicano’s iconic tiered beach. Where once 

Slim Aarons and Jackie O sipped Aperol Spritzes, 

guests relax and read while enjoying creative cock-

tails mixed with craft elixirs from around the region. 

Night falls at Il Pellicano and guests return to the terrace 

for good food, fine wines, and views of the sea that wipe 

all cares away. With the sound of the bar piano and the 

tinkle of laughter to set the mood, it’s easy to understand 

why Hotel Il Pellicano has remained a cherished home 

away from home for its glamorous guests for so long.

For a limited time, guests booking Hotel Il Pelli-
cano, La Posta Vecchia or Mezzatorre Hotel and 
Thermal Spa with Leslie Swanson Travel will re-
ceive an exclusive, personalized beach bag.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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La Posta Vecchia, once the seaside home of J. Paul Getty, is one of the 
world’s truly exclusive hotels and one of Italy’s finest expressions of Renais-
sance décor. You’ll enjoy a complimentary tour of the on-site museum, fea-
turing the rests of a Roman villa from the 2nd century BC. Enjoy the peaceful 
atmosphere of nearly ten acres of private gardens and fragrant flowers. 
Most of the individually designed guestrooms look out over the Tyrrhenian 
Sea, and Rome is just 35 minutes away.

LA POSTA
VECCHIA

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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Measuring 74 feet in length, Blue 
Deer is a luxury catamaran built 
in 2015. Practically new, this sailing 
catamaran is mostly chartered in 
the Caribbean and the Mediterra-
nean. Adding to its allure, it fuses 
the best of comfort with impec-
cable design, trendy styling and 
state-of-the-art technology.

The interior of Blue Deer is perfect 
for both entertaining and relaxing. 
Everywhere you look, you’ll find 
spacious rooms, stylish accents, 
timeless elegance and rich pops of 
color. If you’re there with your fam-
ily, relax on plush couches, or if you 
have friends or colleagues over, let 
your crew prepare and set up a de-
licious dinner for everyone in your 
main dining area. Right on the 
main deck, Blue Deer has a 115-foot, 

open-plan saloon, dining area and 
lounge, all of which is surrounded 
by panoramic windows that bring 
in plenty of natural light.

Outside, guests will find plenty to 
do to keep themselves entertained. 
Forward of the catamaran, you’ll 
find trampolines that are perfect 
for sunbathing. On the aft deck, 
there is plenty of space for you to 
relax with a cocktail as you watch 
the sun go down. For a real treat, 
head straight to the flybridge – it 
has great views of the horizon, a 
large lounge area, and adjust-
able sofas and tables, the latter of 
which can even be converted into 

a couch.

BLUE DEER
San Lorenzo Sea Lodge

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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Just 18 (sea) miles from the bustling port of Naples, and 

a ferry ride from glamorous Capri, Ischia offers a wel-

coming relaxed pace and historically has served as a 

health retreat. Proudly surveying the seaside vistas from 

a rocky headland is the Mezzatorre Hotel & Thermal 

Spa. The main building rests on the ruins of a 16th-centu-

ry watchtower, and its guest rooms and beautiful public 

spaces are tucked into 17 acres of pine wood forest. The 

resort makes the most of its stunning natural setting, 

both above and underground. The island’s thermal hot 

springs, with healing properties, flow into three water 

therapy pools, while volcanic mud is used in spa treat-

ments. Outdoor enthusiasts are also drawn to Ischia’s 

hiking paths, many of which snake around the coastline 

with sweeping views of the Tyrrhenian Sea.

MEZZATORRE HOTEL
& THERMAL SPA

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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THE MOUNTAINS

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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When thinking of Italy, dramatic mountains, 
hiking, biking, and skiing may not be the first 
things that come to mind. But for travelers 
whose idea of “la dolce vita” includes fresh air 
and a bit of a challenge (and let’s be honest, 
really good food), the Dolomites are heaven 
on Earth.

At the top of the boot, in a border province 
that has been the subject of a game of tug-
of-war for hundreds of years, the Dolomites 
are one of Italy’s Unesco World Heritage site 
treasures. The region represents a unique cul-
tural melting pot, where each valley speaks its 
own language and where you are more likely 
to find strudel than pomodoro. Homes in the 
Dolomites look like ginger bread houses drip-
ping with frosting in the winter. In the summer 
months, deer, chamoix, and small black bears 
peek from trees and steppes as hikers, climb-
ers, bikers, and cyclists enjoy the expansive 
trail system.

The Dolomites are home to the Dolomiti Su-
perski, a “carousel” of 12 interconnected re-
sorts with 1,200 kilometers (nearly 800 miles!) 
of perfectly groomed slopes. In the winter, 
adventurous travelers can ski for days from 
valley to valley, dining, sleeping, and sharing 
the stories of the day at alpine “rifugios.” In 
the summer months, visitors stay busy hiking, 
cycling, climbing and taking advantage of the 

via ferrata— “iron paths”—winding through the 
mountains—reminders of the significance of 
the area during WWII.

Most journeys begin in Cortina, a small town 
roughly 1.5 hours from Venice and 2 hours from 
Innsbruck, Austria. During peak seasons, the 
mountain town becomes a place for socializ-
ing, shopping, and warming up on the slopes. 
I recommend a few nights at Cristallo Resort & 
Spa, where guests can enjoy spacious alpine 
rooms, delicious dining, an indoor pool, spa, 
fitness center and excellent kids club before 
heading into the more remote areas of the re-
gion. 

Traveling deeper into the mountain range, 
travelers have the opportunity to take part in 
a full “safari” experience. From their first stop, 
travelers strap on skis, pack for a few nights 
away, and wave goodbye as their belongings 
are bused to their final destination. The safari 
can last anywhere from a night or two to a full 
week depending on the interests of the trav-
elers. After a full day of skiing (or hiking in the 
summer!), travelers refresh at local “rifugios,” 
or mountain huts. Here, travelers warm up over 
delicious dishes, hot sauna baths, and plenty 
of stories. Far from what you might imagine at 
the top of mountain, rifugios welcome visitors 
with smells of natural pine, mulled wine, and 
mountain air.

The ultimate safari ends with a tour around 
the Sella Ronda. The Sella Ronda Ski Tour is 
one of the most spectacular ski routes in the 
world, taking skiers on a day trip journey cir-
cumnavigating the Sella Massif. 

Considered a “merry-go-round” for interme-
diate level skiers, this unique circular connec-
tion of lifts and runs was once the only way the 
ancient inhabitants of the Ladin—the unique 
ethnic group in the Dolomite Region—villages 
could maintain a connection with each other. 
Today, it is a fantastic loop that connects four 
Dolomite passes and four Ladin valleys (Val 
Gardena, Alta Badia, Val di Fassa, and Arab-
ba).

After a few days in the mountains, a good sa-
fari ends in the quaint and quiet town of San 
Cassiano. Checking in at Rosa Alpina, now in 
its third-generation as a family-owned and run 
property, guests enjoy subdued luxury, excel-
lent dining, sumptuous spa experiences, and 
easy access to the lifts for fun cool-down runs.
Although most commonly known for its skiing, 
the Dolomites are a year-round destination 
and dream for the adventurous traveler. The 
easiest way to get to the Dolomites is through 
Venice. In the summer months, travelers 
can also fly into Innsbruck, Austria and drive 
through a pass not accessible in the winter.

SKI SAFARI IN THE DOLOMITES

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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The Hotel Rosa Alpina, located in the heart of the 
Dolomites, is a sophisticated property owned and 
manged for three generations by the Pizzinini fam-
ily. Each of the property’s 51 guestrooms and suites 
are beautifully appointed with local wood, cozy 
fi replaces, and cashmere throws. St. Hubertus, the 
hotel’s Three Michelin Star restaurant, offers au-
thentic mountain cuisine.

For a limited time, guests booking with Leslie Swanson 
Travel receive a complimentary Aperitivo in the St. Hu-
bertus kitchen with amuse bouches.

“In the Rosa Alpina we 
all love to eat fantastic 

food and have great 
wines with it. We want-

ed to transfer this to our 
guests and with Norbert 

[Head Chef at St. Hu-
bertus] we started our 
journey 25 years ago.”

-Hugo Pizzinini
Owner and GM

ST. HUBERTUS
*** MICHELIN

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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WHITE DEER
SAN LORENZO LODGES

Tucked in the heart of the Dolomites in South Tyrol province, San Lorenzo Moun-

tain Lodge is located on a sunny high plateau overlooking one of the most pop-

ular valleys in the Alps. Stretching from Bressanone to Lienz, the rich green valley 

belongs partly to Italian South Tyrol, partly to the Austrian region of East Tyrol.

White Deer is an antique hunting lodge from the 16th century, where a warm and 

reassuring atmosphere harmoniously merges with the untainted nature of the 

woods of the Pusteria Valley. The passion of its owners, leaders in Italian design 

and style Giorgia and Stefano Barbini, have brought the residence back to its 

original splendor to share with friends and guests. The Lodge, surrounded by 17 

hectares of private meadows and forest, is located in the middle of nowhere, and 

clients, in an absolutely exclusive way, experience the feeling of living a fairy tale.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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THE CITIES
VENICE, ROME & 
THE ESSENCE OF ITALY  

Urban tranquility in the 
courtyard at Aman Venice.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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DO AS THE LOCALS DO AT THE 
PALIO IN SIENA

The Palio of Siena happens twice every year and only few guests 
coming to Italy have the chance to tick out of their bucket list. 
The Palio of Siena is one of the Medieval city’s most spectacular 
shows. The Palio takes place in the summer in the months of July 
and August and it is an event that involves the whole city of Sie-
na. Of medieval origins, this unique event will take you deep into 
the Middle Ages and allows you to have a fi rsthand experience 
of typical Italian folklore and rich history. With well-established 
connections in the city, guests can enjoy the experience from 
comfortable terraces or windows overlooking Piazza del Campo, 
where the magic of the race happens. To top off the experience, 
guests enjoy an outdoor dinner in one of the historical Contrada 
(city districts represented in the Palio) along with local residents 
and the stars, the jockey and the president of the Contrada.

BEYOND THE

ORDINARY
GO BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT THE DUOMO

See Florence’s most famous landmark, the mag-
nifi cent Duomo, from all angles. First, an exclusive 
visit to the Duomo restoration lab to discover the 
meticulous techniques adopted to protect the origi-
nal splendor of the Duomo. Afterwards, follow your 
guide inside the Santa Maria del Fiore Cathedral –
the Duomo’s real name – and learn about the con-
troversies and plots behind the construction that 
lasted for more than a century. End your visit on the 
upper terraces and marvel at Brunelleschi’s unique 
masterpiece from a point of view reserved exclusive-
ly for you.

VISIT THE SISTINE CHAPEL...
WITHOUT THE CROWDS

A visit to the Vatican Museums is a must…but to 
do so after hours and on your own offers guest 
the unique chance to marvel at the works of 
countless artists and thinkers throughout history. 
With your private guide and expert art historian, 
hold the key to the Sistine Chapel and open the 
heavy wooden doors to one of the most signifi -
cant places in the world. The Museum is yours to 
take your time to wander beneath the frescos of 
Michelangelo and through Pope’s art collection 
telling the stories of thousands of years of human 
history.

Three of Leslie Swanson Travel’s most trust-
ed in-country partners offer their favorite 
experiences that take travelers off the tourist 
track to experience the heart of some of 
Italy’s most cherished places, traditions, and 
history.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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HOLY DEER
Luxury is not measured in quantity, it is synonymous 
with authenticity, with the intensity of our experiences.

-Stefano Barbini, CEO San Lorenzo Lodges

At the heart of Rome, Piazza Navona has 
for nearly two thousand years been an im-
portant center for life’s dramas in the city. 
Sant’Agnese in Agone, one of Rome’s many 
stunning Baroque churches, presides over 
the piazza and was once the love nest of 
Rome’s most scandalous lovers, Pope Inno-
cent X and his mistress, Olimpia Maidalchini. 
Many years have passed since Pope Inno-
cent’s not-so-innocent-secret. Recently the 
apartment was brought back to life with a 
spectacular renovation by the leaders in Ital-
ian culture and style—Giorgia and Stefano 
Barbini, a couple at the forefront of some of 
Italy’s most internationally known brands.  
The renovation is absolutely stunning. The 
original Francesco Allegrini frescoes and 
red Verona marble doorways have been re-
stored by local artisans, while handblown 
Murano chandeliers, cashmere textiles, and 
contemporary furniture in velvet, leather, 
and silk add touches of modern luxury to 
the space. Above the bed, Allegrini’s muse-
um-worthy bas-reliefs depict biblical scenes. 
There is also a chef’s kitchen, a hot tub, a 
music room, spacious closet with nods to 
Gaetano Savini, founder of Brioni and grand-
father to Giorgia, and a second bedroom. 
After visiting Holy Deer Lodge in April, I 
had the chance to talk to Stefano about 
Holy Deer, the intensive renovation efforts, 

and their hopes for guests visiting Rome.
  
Tell me about the Holy Deer--How did 
you discover the property? What in-
spired you to purchase and turn it into a 

luxury apartment? 

In the heart of Rome we fi rst saw a little bal-
cony. We talked with real estate brokers who 
told us that the palazzo inside was aban-
doned for years, that it was a story of lega-
cy, of a former rich family who was losing its 
fortune. We stepped into what should be-
come the Holy Deer, saw the 350-square-me-
ter apartment, we admired the stunning 
Baroque frescoes, we went on the tiny little 
balcony overlooking Piazza Navona and we 
immediately felt in love. The rest is history. 

How did your work in your previous life 
inspire Holy Deer?

Giorgia and I, already in our previous life in 
the haute couture, were obsessed by doing 
the very best and even more. Our mission 
always has been to be ambassadors of true 
style, to give 1000 percent in everything we 
did. As you can imagine, the international 
fashion scene was and is still a sector that 
demands strict discipline and unmitigated 
commitment. What mostly has guided me 
and Giorgia was our passion for beauty and 

style, our dedication for the creative side 
of things, our love for fabrics, for elegance.
Giorgia has passed many years next to 
her grandfather, Gaetano Savini, found-
er of Brioni, a man who dedicated his life 
to family and work, a very precious per-
son. A man who was able to export in the 
world the unicity of the Italian craftsman-
ship and who was able to transmit to his 
niece how important was the attention to 
details and the focus on the excellence. For 
these reasons, inspiring by our experience 
and passion, we decided to involve only Ital-
ian artisans because luxury is also unicity. 

      
What do you hope guests leave feeling 

after a stay with you?

We are driven by one mission: Giorgia and I 
want to bring discerning guests closer to the 
Italy’s beauty. Through culture and tradition, 
through the extraordinary beauty of plac-
es, through our special human approach, 
through shared values like friendship, au-
thenticity, quality, respect. We personally care 
about our guest. For us, luxury is not measured 
in quantity, it is synonymous with authen-
ticity, with the intensity of our experiences.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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Meandering in an s-shape through the heart of Ven-
ice, the Grand Canal is the city’s main thoroughfare, 
lined with more than 170 gracious buildings. It is in 
one of these regal homes directly on the Grand Canal 
that Aman is housed. Palazzo Papadopoli was built in 
1550 but now fuses the romance and history of Ven-
ice with the hospitality and service for which Aman is 
renowned. The resort offers 24 suites, some featuring 

protected frescos and views of the canal.

Guests booking with Leslie Swanson Travel receive exclu-
sive amenities including: 

• Upgrade on arrival, subject to availability
• American Breakfast for up to two in-room guests daily (buf-

fet) served in restaurant or via room service
• $100 USD Equivalent Food & Beverage credit to be utilized 

during stay (not combinable, no cash value if not redeemed 
in full, to be utilized at the hotel restaurant for Lunch or Din-
ner)

AMAN 
VENICE

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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Guests booking with Leslie Swanson Travel receive ex-
clusive amenities including: 

• Upgrade on arrival, subject to availability
•  American Breakfast for up to two in-room guests daily 

(buffet) served in restaurant or via room service
•  $100 USD Equivalent Food & Beverage credit to be uti-

lized during stay (not combinable, no cash value if not 
redeemed in full, to be utilized at the hotel restaurant for 
Lunch or Dinner)

HOTEL BELMOND 
CIPRIANI
It makes perfect sense that Belmond Hotel Cipriani was 
dreamed up in the era of such classic, romantic Italian 
fi lms as Roman Holiday, Three Coins in the Fountain 
and Summertime. Opened in 1958, this iconic hotel 
is now celebrated as a true classic in its own right.

Welcome to a place where such old-fashioned qual-
ities as elegance, courtesy and charm become more 
than mere fantasy. As real as the delicious cocktail that 
George Clooney created here with his friend, our head 
barman Walter Bolzonella. The pair dubbed it ‘Buona 
Notte’ after the actor’s fi lm, Good Night And Good Luck.

Set on Giudecca Island, a fi ve-minute ride by private 
launch from St Mark’s Square, Belmond Hotel Cip-
riani captures everything La Serenissima is famed 
for. An oasis of calm in vibrant Venice, this most ex-
clusive property offers privacy and peace to all who 
stay here. It’s little wonder that its guests include the 
world’s most photographed fi lm stars such as Mr 
Clooney—along with politicians, writers and design-
ers. What’s important is that each of our guests—fa-
mous or not—receives the same personal attention.

leslie@leslieswansontravel.com
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Belmond Hotel Caruso 
Ravello, Italy


